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Marriage and family 
Part 1 
The families nowadays have a diverse structure whereby there is a full family that contains parents and children, single parents, and families of the same gender.  In most families, both husband and wife go to work or they have the income to help to sustain families. The families of nowadays are like a partnership between men and women since they go to work to help the family only a few families have one parent providing for the family ( Bengtson, 2001). This is unlike families in the 1950s when men used to go for work while women remained in the homes taking care of the families since they both men and women go to work. The role of a man in the family as the head and the provider in the 1950s has gradually changed thus both men and women have equal responsibility for heading and providing for the families. The family structures in America during the 1950s it was a family of both parents because they respected the institution of marriage as to the traditions and there were no cases of families of the same gender like nowadays there is a lot of divorces, making families have single parents and the families of the same gander type have emerged.
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Part 2
Traditionally in America marriage was respected because it was the basis of the family which was an important institution in the American's lives. Marriage consisted of a man and a woman and they were expected to live together and have children ( Markowitz, 2001). This culture is fading away by changing attitudes towards marriage in the recent generation. There are some of the people who prefer to live a single life and not to engage in marriage because they don't think marriage will give them happiness, they see it as a commitment that they are not ready to make. Others prefer to concentrate on their careers and not get married because marriage may be a distraction to their careers since it may need their time off to take care of the children especially women. Other people have a sexual attraction of the same type of gender thus they do not follow the traditional marriage of men and women but they get married by partners of the same sex gender. There is a high number of divorces due to people who think they choose wrong partners to get married to which was uncommon in traditional marriages.
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Part 3
According to Ryan and Schuerman (2004), there are many causes of problems in families such as financial problems which make families break due to divorces. The families of the same sex face problems of social discrimination which makes them difficult to socialize with others. Different opinions from the family members may cause the families to break or become unstable because of pride between the family members. Sexuality problems such as infertility or rape also are a major problem that makes families part ways due to divorces or start confrontations. Many working families face problems and stresses of balancing between family and work because some of the work demands most of their time have no time for their families. Dual working families have financial problems because of their kind of jobs and people to cater for after work. Some of the single parents may face financial problems in taking care of the children or balance of time to work and taking care of the families because of no support from another partner. Some of these problems such as financial difficulties are solved by loans at the workplace. The parents having different opinions are given guidance and council for their marriages. Churches or other institutions offer to help single parents having problems raising their children.
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Part 4
Several theoretical perspectives are used to interpret data by researchers because it organizes their thoughts and ideas on the research topic and become clear. This is used to frame research questions to conduct research, design, and also analyzing the results of the research (Axinn and  Pearce, 2006).  The researchers know which data collection method they use by determining the information the type of information they want to collect according to the research topic. The time frame the data is required helps to determine which method to use in the research. The type of data required in the research is very essential to the method of data collection because some methods are specific for specific data.   
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